
 
 
 

 

Date:  August 27, 2021 
 
Subject: ALC right-of-way for non-motorized recreation trail – Heritage Trail 
 

 
The purpose of this submission is for future non-motorized recreation use on agricultural land.  
Specifically the City is requesting ALC approval to establish a right-of-way for non-motorized recreation 
use within an existing 6 m by 403 m sanitary sewer easement along a parcel boundary to enable (subject 
to a future ALC application) the future development of a 1.5 to 3 m wide compacted gravel trail. 
 
BACKGROUND   
 
As included within Salmon Arm’s Official Community Plan (OCP), the City of Salmon Arm’s Greenways 
Strategy was approved in 2011.  Approximately 63 km of new trails are proposed for development in the 
Greenways Strategy and OCP.  The Heritage Trail envisions a network of trails as identified in the 
Greenways Strategy, Heritage Strategy, and OCP that extends to connect First Nations lands west of the 
City of Salmon Arm, through the downtown area (McGuire Lake), to Haney Heritage Village (see Heritage 
Discovery Trail Map attached). 
 
The City’s 2013 Strategic Plan directed future funding for the planning, development and land acquisition 
for trails be focused on the “Waterfront and Heritage Trails”, however, it is important to note that this does 
not mean or imply that all land acquisition and trail construction is to be completed within the immediate 
future. 
 
While portions of the Heritage Trail currently exist, there are key gaps including ALR land between Little 
Mountain and Haney Park.  The City has been engaged in efforts to acquire lands where private property 
owners are interested and have established tools through which lands may be acquired through 
development.  In order to create and establish a legal trail corridor following this route, the City has 
discussed with the owner the establishment of a right-of-way over of an existing easement on private 
property along the parcel boundary directly west of Haney Park within the Agricultural Land Reserve.   
 
The right-of-way for trail would utilize an existing easement area containing sanitary sewer works, and 
would connect Haney Park via existing City right-of-way to Little Mountain Park with the Heritage Trail 
extending west.  Actual trail construction is not contemplated or budgeted for at this time, although a Type 
2 Trail of 1.5 to 3 m wide compacted gravel is proposed by the Greenways Strategy.  The intent of the 
City at this time is to establish the legal right-of-way to permit future trail development within the existing 
sewer easement area subject to ALC approval, prior to detailed trail planning and subsequent budgeting.  
The City recognizes that future trail development is subject to a future ALC application. 
 
The existing easement area is 6 m by 403 m along the south parcel boundary.  It contains forested areas 
and a drainage.  Agricultural uses in the area include pasture, hay, forest, and tree farm.  Alternative 
corridor alignment is generally impractical between existing community features (schools and parks), 
while provincial highways present associated barriers.  The proposed route along parcel boundaries 
appears to disrupt the least possible amount of ALR land between community facilities.  The City intends 
to install fencing and gates as per ALC specifications to ensure associated impacts are limited. 
 
 
 
 
      
Chris Larson, RPP, MCIP 
Senior Planner 
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Proposed Salmon Arm Heritage Trail


